
 

The Vision of Peace of Brother Klaus 1 

 

 

The Vision of Peace of Brother Klaus von Flue 
Peace was first and foremost the way of life of Brother Klaus. His 

vision is still valid and can help in combatting the problems of our day. 

 
We see and understand this dissension of our world in various ways: The 
terror attack on the 11th September 2001 in New York shook the whole world. 
The worldwide attempt to fight against terror turned out to be a way of 
provoking still more terror attacks and was retrogressive! Furthermore, there 
has again been the escalation of war in the Holy Land and this makes us think 
very hard about the situation. Unfortunately, the young people of Israel and 
Palestine have now lost any hope of a peaceful solution. 

Also, nearly every day we receive further information and news about wars 
and terror acts of aggression in firms and schools; and also terrible family 
dramas! 

Then we have to ask the question: Can the Saint of Peace, Brother Klaus also 
help us today to reach a „State of Peace“ just like he did in 1481 at the daily 
court hearings in Stans? Certainly, it's a fact that more people than otherwise 
are today finding there way to Brother Klaus! They often ask the question: 
What would the „Saint of Peace“ have done today? I, myself, prefer to ask the 
question, „What did he do then, at that time?“ Then his way of achieving 
peace wasn't just luck! His whole life was a „Way of Peace“. It's worth looking 
at it! 

To start with, we have to understand that the 15th century, in which Brother 
Klaus lived, was  a chaotic time. Let's see what was happening then: 
 

Pre-considerations about the time in which Niklaus lived in: 
Niklaus von Flue lived in a really wild time: 
 There was disturbance and restlessness in the church. The Council of 

Constance (1414-1418) ended the schism of the three popes, but failed to 
make the necessary reforms. The clergy was badly educated and worldly; 
furthermore, religious living had become superficial. In this respect Brother 
Klaus started a process against his own priest and also had to mediate 
between the Monastery in Engelberg and the Parish of Stans. 

 One doesn't know, to which warring factions Niklaus von Flue was asked 
to join. However, youth friends of his have told that already then he wanted 
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quiet and peace and didn't do anything against his foes, but if possible 
defended them. Also, he didn't join in, if colleagues plundered and laid 
fires. 

 That the small Swiss Confederation was  – at this time – a military power, 
is something which one can't really understand. The Confederation won 
three wars against Carl the Brave, the Duke of Burgundy (1476 – 77)!  
That, of course, increased the confidence in the Halberds and their desire 
to go to war. 

 In the year 1481 the confederates were themselves confronted with a civil 
war. Why? Four of the country cantons and four city cantons held the 
balance. However, it was the varous structures and ways of ruling which 
were some of the main reasons for the strained relations and the gap 
between the farmers and other citizens. In addition, there were then also 
other difficulties: 

- Young groups from Central Switzerland, acting in anarchy, conquered 
the Canton of Thurgau (1458 + 1460) and later  -  the so-called „Pig – 
Banner – Procession“  went on to Geneva (1477). However, the city 
cantons complained and tried to put a stop to this happening. 

- These cantons joined together with Solothurn and Fribourg, and agreed 
to an „Eternal Rights of the Citizens“. These cantons now wanted to be 
included within the Confederation. However, the country cantons 
couldn't allow it. 

 During the whole of 
1481 the various 
political groups tried 
to find a solution to 
these problems. 
However, the 
impor-tant Statutes 
Meet-ing in Stans 
(Christmas 1481) 
didn't come to any 
agreement on the 
matter. Then the 
priest, Heimo 
Amground, on the 
night from 21st to 
22nd December, 
went down to the  
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Ranft to ask the advice of Brother Klaus and then called the Members of 
the Statutes Meeting together again. In fact, the advice given by Brother 
Klaus was kept a secret. However, quite incredibly, after only a short 
meeting, there was an agreement to include the two cantons and the 
„Stans Agreement“ was sealed and Brother Klaus was celebrated as the 
peacemaker  

 This interesting story still went further: the „Council of Berne“, who were so 
thankful that these problems had been solved, especially sent a present to 
Brother Klaus in the Ranft. In answer to this appreciation, he sent them a 
letter 1). In this short letter, he wrote about his life experience in respect of 
the subject of „Peace“. These words are so significant and momentous, we 
could, in fact, call them a „Vision of Peace“. They don't only show some 
light on the „Stans Statutes Meeting Agreement“, but also on other areas 
of his life, which was entirely imprinted by his way of peace. It's important 
that were we consider this in a deeper way: 

In the first part  we look at the practicality of Brother Klaus and observe his 
experiences and what one can do towards peace-making. 

In the second part  we look at him and his mystic, especially at his „Longing 
for the Unity of the Character“ 

In the third part  we look still closer at „The Peace Message of the Saint of 
Peace“ 

In the fourth part  we look at the following questions: Are we really so  
powerless against the dissension in our world?  What can we do to help 
peace in our world?    
 

First Part:  The Practical Person: Niklaus von Flue, or  
   „The Peaceful Way of the Saint of Peace“. 
Firstly, the advice of the practical person, then the husband and father, the 
farmer,  the judge and counseller. Niklaus von Flue  found out with every step 
how a dispute started or peace thrived. In a letter he dictated the following 
sentence: 

„Obedience is the greatest honour,  
which there is in heaven and on earth“. 1) 

The first condition for peace is obedience to God. We should listen to God 
and to place ourselves under him – and this for good reasons: 
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Then God has spoken „a word“ personally to every human being and 
presented him with an unmistakable originality. This uniqueness is found by 
the human being by carefully listening and accepting the signs of God.   

Niklaus von Flue grew into the special unique character he was by following 
God in this way; even in his youth he carefully took notice of the signs of God 
in his life. 
- A stone made him attentive to the fact  
  that he became strong and constant in life.  
- A star showed him his way in life,  
  in that he should help to show others the way  
- And the holy oil of the baptism showed him that God had prepared and  
  confided him with a life task, which was that of a king 2) 

The same obedience was a stamp of his whole life. The uniqueness of his life 
and his charism was only possible because Niklaus von Flue gave his life 
completely to God and let Him lead him by the hand. 

The second sentence, which immediately follows is really incredible:   

„That's the reason you should see  
that you are trustworthy towards each other“. 1) 

Brother Klaus understood that the second condition of peace needing to be 
achieved, was the mutual and reciprocal respect and obedience of the human 
being. If there are especially strong characters in the discussion, then a 
dispute and an argument is practically already a pre-scheduled happening. 
Therefore, to achieve peace under these circumstances is a fine 
accomplishment.  

A rabbi showed the real problem in a short sermon based on truth: there is my 
truth and there is your truth  and this together gives the correct truth!  

We only find the „correct truth“ by listening and by meeting the other person 
half way. Niklaus von Flue made this experience. That's why he warned the 
counsellers in Bern that „they should be trustworthy to each other“.  
In fact, this was a double warning! 

 Then once again „Listen to one another!“. 
Open your ears and see what the problems of the human beings really 
are:  sometimes depressed and other times filled with enthusiasm, or 
how they think, feel and what they long for. 
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 Then the advice is: „Be obedient and respond to one another!“. 
Open your heart and hands to each other; go towards one another,  
then think and discuss together, which solution will be right for all parties. 

Let's now look at the life of Niklaus von Flue. Where do we find traces and 
signs of the basic principle of „Listen to one another?“ 

 Niklaus von Flue made his 
experiences as a Judge. As he 
once was voted out by another 
Judge, who had been given 
money by one of the parties, 
this was of the negative kind. It 
was then that he saw flames of 
fire coming out of the mouth of 
this Judge! 3). As a single 
Judge, he well understood the 
process in bringing parties 
together out of court and 
arriving at a settlement. He 
once wrote about these basic 
principles, which always 
guided his thoughts, in a letter 
in 1482 to the Counsel of 
Constance: „My advice is: to 
be generous, then somebody 
with good will always stretch 
out his hand to the other. 

However, if the matter cannot be agreed peacefully and in a friendly way, 
then only turn to the legal ruling as a last resort.“4) Niklaus von Flue was 
the mediator of the middle ages, if even only in a small area.  
 

 Niklaus von Flue collected much experience as a counseller. Also 
negative, concerning the money matters as we have already discussed, 
when in the small council in Obwalden; the rights to land, was loaned out 
to rather doubtful people, even to criminals. His voice wasn't loud enough. 
However, his experience at the daily Statutes Meeting in Stans was of a 
more positive nature. In fact, we don't know which advice he gave to the 
priest, Heimo Amgrund. However, in the Stans Agreeement, the mutual 
and reciprocal consideration of each of the four countryside and city 
cantons  can be clearly seen. The men taking part in the Statutes Meeting 
listened to and had a good understanding towards each other. In this way, 
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the city cantons disbanded the continual - castle rights - among 
themselves. Also, in the same way, the countryside cantons, agreed 
among themselves, to put a stop to the the raiding of the young bands.  
 

How were the city cantons of Solothurn and Freiburg accepted? 
Firstly, the 'eight old places' regulated the matter by agreeing on a contract 
of cooperation between themselves; and the mutual and reciprocal 
assistance in matters of security;  and also renewed and underlined all 
earlier alliances.  Then in a Contract of Alliance, the cantons of Solothurn 
and Freiburg were joined to the eight old places. Now the balance (4:4) 
wasn't (by 6:4) disturbed. 8 + 2 looked now quite different. 

 Experiences in family matters  were something which Niklaus and 
Dorothea made together. However, the various biographies didn't say 
anything about any possible disagreements in their marriage. However, we 
do know about the solution of the great problem concerning the separation 
from his wife and family. To the displeasure of his oldest son, Niklaus laid 
down all his various official offices. Then he heard a voice inside himself 
saying: „Leave everything, even your loved ones!“ and found himself in a 
great spiritual distress. However, he didn't try to decide his future in an 
autocratic manner, but discussed the matter with his wife and family. They 
mutually opened their ears and heart and felt how much it hurt each other. 
Also, they all suffered under the hard hand of God and asked Him for his 
guidance and will. „Listening to each other“ was under these 
circumstances, something especially needed. They gave the matter time, 
until Dorothea – out of conviction and belief – agreed to his plan; with a 
certain understanding and reasoning, this was also the case with the 
children.  
 

During this time, an 
extremely fine net of 
love developed in the 
relationship between 
Niklaus and 
Dorothea. This was 
at its highest point 
and on such a sound 
basis that Niklaus 
could leave home on 
16th October 1467. 
 

This net of love is 
represented like a 
symbol of a cobweb on the statue of Hugo Imfeld (Stalden).  
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It's necessary to ask one important question: Under these circumstances, 
who contributed most to the statement - Listen to one another  - Niklaus or 
Dorothea? Certainly, Dorothea was more challenged by this situation. Also, 
she couldn't understand everything which her husband did: Hard fasting, 
doing things against the general opinion of the majority, going his own way in 
politics and then especially his startled facial expression after having a deep 
Godly experience. His wife always listened and her heart was moved just as 
Mary was (Luke 2. 19 + 32b). In this way, her love developed into full maturity. 
 

2nd Part:  The Mystic, Brother Klaus, finds the  
    Original Source of Peace in the Triune God. 
 
Now we go the way of the Mystic, who was so close to God. 

 The farmer boy was always close to nature in Flueli; and with his family 
and relatives strongly associated with his home life. He knew the place 
and space where he lived like nobody else. However, that which was 
visible to everybody wasn't enough for him. He had a tremendous urge to 
also understand and see the reality of God. It was for this reason that he 
went to secluded places and walked away from the games of his 

colleagues. He thought a lot about 
his life and prayed to God. 

 At the age of sixteen, he saw „a 
lovely, high tower on the same place 
where his small house and the 
chapel stood. That was why – from 
his youth onwards -  he was always 
willing to look for a 'unififying Being', 
which he also always did“.5)  He 
longed for this; and to connect the 
following all together: underneath 
and above, the world of objects on 
earth and of God, the creation and 
the creator. It was now that he 
started a dramatic way of seeking all 
of this, which drew out over a period 
of a decade and finally came to rest 
in the Ranft   

 The hard living of a farmer and the 
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official duties of the town council and kanton didn't leave him much time. 
Inspite of this, he cultivated a way of contemplation and prayer – 
especially when he was on his way to work, or after work, or during the 
night when his wife and children were sleeping. This was witnessed and 
testified by his oldest son, Hans. 6) Always and at many times, God would 
give him light on the way. 

 The farmer was once woken up by an experience: he wanted to look after 
his cattle and waited in a field, then suddenly, he saw a lily growing out of 
his mouth and rising up to heaven. His animals came along and his eyes 
glanced at a beautiful horse. Then the lily bent over and the horse ate it. 7) 

Then he asked himself the  question: „Could it be that even the animals 
might endanger my love for God?“. 

 Another time, he went to Melchi 
(a piece of land by the High 
Bridge) to mow the grass and on 
the way he prayed for a devout 
life. Then he heard a voice out of 
the clouds, which told him off: „He 
should just do the will of God“, 
otherwise he would be a silly 
man. If God wishes to use him for  
something special, then he needs 
to be willing.8)  
 
It was with Niklaus, just as it was 
with Peter as he met Jesus after 
His resurrection, „When you 
become old, will you let 
somebody put a belt around you? 
Then you would stretch out your 
hands and let  the other person 
just lead you?“ (John 21.18) 
(Picture 5) 

 Niklaus took God's hand and just 
let him lead him where he himself 
didn't want to go. After Dorothea and his eldest son allowed him, as 
pilgrim, to leave, then he wanted to go as far away as possible. However, 
three experiences in Liestal made him turn back again. Then when back at 
home, he hid himself on the Alp Chlisterli until God asked him to begin his 
task as a hermit in the Ranft, which was right at the end of his farmland. 
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„This was the place where he initially didn't really wish to go.“  

 Therefore, it was there in the Ranft where he made his „home“ and the 
long way of seeking the right place was at an end. Niklaus von Flue – now 
known as Brother Klaus – knew that he was at the right place and had 
reached his objective. His longing after the „one Being“ had now – after 
sixteen years – a first sign – the tower. In his manifold seeking, his picture 
of God has developed and had become richer and more colourful. It was 
then in Ranft that Brother Klaus saw the symbol of the wheel and  in this 
the overflowing life of the triune God. How did Brother Klaus interpret this 
symbol? 

 Let us make „a visit to the Ranft“:  
It is before 1480. We meet Brother Klaus in discussion with a pilgrim (who 
later wrote these experiences down and then in 1487 had them printed in 
a „Pilgrim tract“.) He invited Brother Klaus: „If it's not to boring for you, I'll 
show you my book in which I learn.“ The pilgrim is curious. 

Then Brother Klaus showed him a drawing of a wheel and started to explain it 
to him: 

The point in the middle 
shows the unfathomable 
secret of Godliness.  
The hub: God with his saints 
in heaven. 

It's then from the middle that 
God emanates out as the 
Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. (This is shown 
by the spokes, which get 
wider as they go towards 
the outside.) They take hold 
of heaven and earth, all 
things and humans, and 
penetrate the outer space 
and hold it all in His hand.  
It's like they emanate from 
the inner secret, then return 
again to the same place – in 

the „indivisible power“. 9) (This is shown by the spokes, which go towards the 
inside and become wider like a river). 

In looking for the „One Being“, Brother Klaus found the secret of the triune 
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God. In the drawing, he didn't see a dry theological cut-out, but experienced 
the untouchable fullness of God: 

God broke out in His triune secret and folded apart himself. Then in going 
back to the middle, he became the triune God. 

Also godly communities fold apart themselves . However, often they fall apart. 
That's by God not the case. He didn't as a triune God fall apart. He always 
found His way back himself.  

Brother Klaus always found in the triune God and the three-in-one God a 
strong symbol for peace; you could even say the original source of peace. 

Also this living experience found its expression in a letter to the Council of 
Bern. Brother Klaus dictated to the writer namely: 

„Peace is always in God.  
Then God is the peace.“ 

The Prayer of Brother Klaus 
is the complete expression of this longing for the very „One Being“. 
However, Brother Klaus prayed for this in another order. 
Firstly, he named the tip of the mountain – the perfect exchange of love. Only 
then he asked God to take away the barriers, or to take away the hindrances. 
Then lastly, he asked the driving forces, which are so often reduced, or fail. 

My Lord and my God, 
take everthing from me, which hinders me to you. 

My Lord and my God,  
give everything to me, which helps me towards you 

My Lord and my God, 
take me and just give me completely to you o Lord: Amen 

 

Afterthought to „The One Being“ 

Niklaus von Flue found that „One Being“ already before his departure. He 
lived close to God in everything: his work, with his family and in politics. That 
„light from above“ reached him, even though he was still working here on this 
earth. 
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Also the mystic didn't live behind seven clouds. In Ranft itself, Brother Klaus, 
held the political understanding, working competence and the meaning for 
humanity. However, the human wisdom was always accompanied by the 
Godly. 
Third Part:  The Message of Peace of the Saint of Peace 
    Meaning and Importance 
 

The word of peace of the mystic is not only a pious phrase, and the word of 
the practical person was not only a farmer's rule found by coincidence in a 
cheap moment. There was still more behind it. 

The words are the expression of experience, which Niklaus von Flue had 
made during the whole of his life – and these were made during a difficult 
time! They are the basis of a valid vision of a political society – which would 
be further substantiated in everyday life. We should now further look into this 
point and clarify it: 

 The confederates were – at this time – fighters and had more confidence 
in their strength and halberds, rather than in discussions and meetings. 
The politician, Niklaus von Flue, stood in a headwind. He proclaimed a 
new political culture: 
 
A civilisation of ruling with the fist was now confronted by a culture  
where the hand was outstretched for peace. 

 Disputes were – at that time – carried on by later generations as well.  
The judge, Niklaus von Flue,  in a headwind tried a better way. In the 
legal discussion, he was for a culture of mediation. 
 
Instead of confrontation, he propagated a way of discussion, and 
instead of fighting each other, he tried to find a way by working it 
out together. 

 The way of the rude country farm labourer in the household was not a 
good culture in the family; whereby the husband would often have the 
last word.  Niklaus von Flue didn't agree and did the contrary. He again 
stood in the headwind and lived a new type of family culture. 
 
He confronted a civilization of standing one's ground and enforcing 
the opinion with a culture of feeling and sympathy on the other side. 
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For the same reason he later dictated a letter to the Counsel in 
Constance: „something good can always be passed on again to the next 
person“. Doing this always helped much more than threatening and 
punishing. 

Memorial in  
Jerusalem: 

However, with this 
basic attitude, 
Brother Klaus stood 
alone by himself. 
He fought against the 
spirit of the age and 
didn't accept 
everthing which was 
in fashion at the time. 
In the Benedictine 
Monastery on the 
Mount Sion in 
Jerusalem there is a 
statue, which 
indicates this attitude 
of his: in which 
Brother Klaus is 
looking into the 
distance and has his 
hand outstretched as 
if he wants to say, 
„No, not like that!“ 
This statue could – in 
fact – be anywhere in 
the world, in the 
towns, the churches 
and in the families.  
 

Guideline for a Message of Peace  -  
„The Stone of the Four Cultures“ in Sachseln. 

For the 700 year Celebration of the Swiss Confederation in 1991, the 
Christian Churches of Switzerland asked Alois Spichtig, an artist in Sachseln, 
to make an artistic sign.  
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The design was realised and it was completed; however, because of 
differences concerning the question about people seeking political asylum, it 
wasn't handed over, but was sunk at the bottom of the River Melchaa. Then it 
became stolen and was hidden. However, now it is has been put on display in 

the local church 
in Sachseln; and 
it can be seen 
between the 
chapel grave and 
the side vestry. It 
shows the 
peaceful way of 
living together of 
the four different 
language cultures 
in Switzerland 
and furthermore, 
it is a reference to 
Brother Klaus' 
Vision of Peace.  
Let's take a look 
at the design:  

On the four 
outside stones, 
there can be seen 
the words taken 
from the  

beginning of the Federal 
Constitution of Switzerland and written in the four different languages used in 
Switzerland. The four stones build together a written band and indicate the 
Swiss Cross. Then the forming together of the four different language 
cultures, was a difficult, historical process. (here are the main key words: 
Federal Culture, Concordance Democracy, Defence of the Minority). 

The same process is needed newly by every generation and especially today 
as still more cultures and confessions of faith have settled in Switzerland. 

On the middle, round stone, there can be seen the number 91 – and this is in 
reference to the religious alliance of the year of foundation of the 
Confederation of Switzerland in 1291. 

This sign illustrates what it needs for peace – to „Listen to one another“ – 
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and that which God gave to us as a present, „God is Peace“. 
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4th Part:   What can we do ourselves  
   to contribute to Peace? 
 

At a course for 
schoolchildren, 
who were just 
leaving school, a 
young girl drew 
a picture of a 
dream of her 
wishes, ie. her 
ideal world: an 
intact nature, a 
peaceful 
community of 
people – with a 
fire in the 
middle. Those 
who had been 
left out, or on the 
edge of society must be asked to join in again. 
 We also have dreams for the future! However, can we realise these dreams 
and make them come true? 

We asked the politician, Vaclav Havel, who before the changes in1989 ,was 
persecuted, and then afterwards became the President of the Czech 
Republic. What did he say to us? 

The „Butterfly Effect“ of Vaclav Havel. 

'You certainly know the butterfly effect: This is the notion that everything in 
the world lies in such a secret and complex connection to one another that 
the hardly perceptible and completely meaningless beating of the 
butterfly's wings at one end of the planet, can cause a typhoon thousands 
of kilometers away at the other end of the world! 

Something trys to struggle against this happening.  
Can we believe that?Vaclav Havel insists that this is true: 

I am of the opinion that if you are in politics, you should believe in such 
things. One shouldn't think that what we are doing, being so 
microscopically small, doesn't, in the reality, have any meaning. However, 
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we also shouldn't think that our daily actions are not meaningful because 
they don't solve any of the large problems in today's world. 

This means: that a politician, who doesn't believe in such things, won't be in 
politics very long. Naturally, our efforts are, of course, microscopically small, 
but are meaningful, even if they can't always solve the world's problems. 
What is it that makes these small efforts so meaningful? 

In the global world of a modern civilisation, it should be only those, who 
use technical tricks to save themselves, who will be still in doubt. However, 
for those people who are very modest, but at the same time believe and 
connect the secret strength of the humans as being part of the strength of 
this world, then there is no need to doubt.' 
 
Vaclav Havel / Moral at the time of the Globalisation, rororo 

In our Christian Language: 

We humans can in reality only be like a butterfly which beats its wings. We 
are actually judged to insignificance.  But, at the same time, we are certain: 
What God gave to everbody as a present, is something great and unique; 
even if it is just like a small drop of water on a hot stone. 

We believe in the mysterious strength of the human being. - Small 
beating of the wings by listening and obeying make sense. 

It's us, the „powerless humans“  who stand at the side of the „Almighty God“. 
That's why – and only because of that – the beating of the butterfly wings can 
produce a typhoon. That's why during our life and our time –  that those who 
stand at the side of the „Almighty God“  –  the impossible is possible!   

We are connected with the mysterious power of being in the world. 
Since our baptism,  we all have an alliance with God's omnipotence. 

If we can think into the world of God, we really live this alliance, especially if 
we pray and also if we are in alliance with God and the sacraments.  Brother 
Klaus experienced this in an impressive way – in his vision of the well and in 
his miraculous fasting for twenty years. 
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Let's discuss this in still a deeper and more detailed way: 

1) Once again: „What does it mean, „to listen to one another“? 

Who will honestly listen to another human being, is open, full of respect, and 
filled with reverence. These basic principles were the stamp and character of 
the life of Niklaus von Flue. 

 Father Josef Kentenich often reminded one by making comparisons in 
pictures:  
We should be „gold diggers“ looking for the hidden golden vein of the 
others and opening it - and not to just stay by being „dung beatles“, 
which only sees the „dung“ of the others and then spreads it around. 

 What's especially important; and not only for the teacher of those in the 
puberty phase is the following: Look deep and believe in that which is 
innermost, but don't be superficial and just stay on the surface. 

2) Once again.   
    What does it mean, „to obey and respond to each other“? 

To obey and respond is still a step forward: 
I turn towards the other person and open my heart and my hands.  

 That can only mean in a friendly way, and may never be malevolent 
or evil. Gardners need water (with an earth nourishing solution) not 
hydrochloric acid.  

 That can only mean, be respectful; and never be respectless! 
A meeting with other people should comfort and value them; 
but not to „make them feel like a snail“. 
 

3)  Why do we definitely need „to obey and respond to each other“.  
     There are two reasons: 

 God has given valuable talents to every person. 
A symbol for this is the Geode Rock: On the outside insignificant, but on 
the inside furnished with valuable crystals. 
 

(Looking from the outside, every type of river rock is more beautiful than 
a geode rock. / The stone shows its real beauty on the inside, which is 
hidden.) 
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 God lives in the 
human being. 
 

What was said by 
Mary is valid for 
every person. 
Because God lives 
in me, then I 
expect to be 
treated in a very 
caring way. 
Because God lives 
in our friends and 
neighbours, then I 
also treat them in 
a very caring way. 
 
(Maria of the Sign: 
Maria had „carried 
and given birth to 
the Lord“. 
This is also the 
duty of every 
Christian.Then 
God will live in us.  
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4)  „Obey and respond to each other“ and  
      the main commandment of love 

Paul interpreted the main commandment of love at two places.  
The parallel of this are more than obvious. 

 He warned the Philipians to be of one mind, in full accord and 
harmonious. He added to this: „In all humbleness, value the others higher 
than yourself. Don't only pay attention to your own wellbeing, but also 
help your neighbour.“ We should all be of the same mind, just like Jesus, 
who was God, and who was himself humiliated, and who was like a 
slave, and who was just like the human being. (see Phil 2. 1 – 11). 

 In his letter to the Ephesians, his warning was still shorter: „You should 
put yourself, in order, lower than the other in the collective honour before 
Christ“. 
 

Summary: 

Brother Klaus spoke these 
words of peace at the time 
when he lived, but these 
also hold validity for our 
time – and he invites us: 
„Will you also join in? 
Don't you also want to be 
peacemakers?“ 

The statue with the 
warning eye of Brother 
Klaus can be found in 
Bujumbura in Burundi; 
the country in civil war in 
Central Africa, which 
stands in the Chapel of 
Sacra-ments in one of 
the churches, in which 
both oppositional ethnic 
groups peacefully meet. 
Up till now, this was an 
area, where there was 



 

The Vision of Peace of Brother Klaus 20 

 

 

an oasis of peace.  

If we open ourselves towards God, like Brother Klaus, then God's peace will 
inspire us and help us to shine out to others with a peaceful fulfillment. 

If we are ready for daily „peaceful ways“ (like the beating of the wings) in 
„listening“ and „obeying“, then we will also experience and see that  peace 
grows – initially as a delicate plant in a small area of our life, but later as a 
strong tree in the great countryside of the church and the world. 

It easy to see why this is necessary: 
In Europe there is a new migration of nations (mobility and streams of  
refugees) which still increases the already existing diversity. The christian 
churches have lost a part of their influence to other religions and other ways 
of life.  Various conceptions of life within the smallest areas of space bring 
new types of dynamite in society. The model of confrontation of earlier times 
and of today doesn't help us in going forward. We can see this if we take a 
look at the countries of ex-Yugoslavia, Central Africa, the Near East, Israel, 
Palestine and Lebanon and all countries with an Islamistic Government. 

Brother Klaus really lived and established peace at that time. He still shows 
us - also today - how we can find a beneficial togetherness in a multicultural 
world. Don't let us forget to invite Brother Klaus and Dorothea - as experts of 
peace  - and as companions, along our way of our life.   
 

Appendix 1:  How have the Peaceful Words of Brother Klaus been 
  engraved on the People of Switzerland? 

The Confederates didn't – at that time – want to listen to the guidelines of their 
fellow eminent confederate. At the time of the reformation and just after the 
French Revolution, there was much fierce fighting. However, even with all 
these conflicts, there was still an impression of a „federal culture“. In this 
respect, we think about the living together and integration of various beliefs 
and different cultures of language; and the protection of minorities and the 
concordance democracy. 
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Notes: 
Durrer   =   Reference to the source book of Robert Durrer, „Brother Klaus“ /  
  2 Volumes, 1921 / unchanged Reprint 1981 

Groebli  =   Reference to the book, „The  Longing after the very one Being“ /  
  NZN Book Publisher Zurich / 3rd Edition 1995 

1) Letter to the Council of Berne / Durrer  P. 209 

2) Sachseln Church Book 1488 / Durrer  P.465 

3) Biography of Hans Salat 1535 / Durrer  P.677 

4) Letter to the Council of Constance 1482 / Durrer  P. 183 /  Groebli   
 Translation 1995  P.15 

5) Sachseln Church Book 1488 / Durrer  P. 464 / Groebli  P. 235 

6) Sachseln Church Book 1488 / Statement Hans von Flue, Durrer  P 469  /   
   Groebli  P. 275 

7) Biography of Heinrich Woelflin / Durrer P. 535 / Groebli  P. 236                                 
(complete text)  

8) Sachseln Church Book / Durrer  P. 469 / Groebli  P. 235 

9) Brother Klaus in the Pilgrimage Tract / Durrer P. 363f. /  
   Translation: Groebli  P.  302 
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