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Brother Klaus, the mystic, speaks: 

„Peace is forever in God, for God is peace“ 
Brother Klaus shows a visitor his „book“ - a simple drawing of a wheel – 
and begins to explain: From the innermost secret – the point in the centre 
– God goes forth as Father, Son and Holy Ghost. He embraces and 
penetrates the whole of creation – represented in the outer circle – and 
returns once more to indivisible unity. The threefold God becomes the 
three-in-one God, which means „peace“ to Brother Klaus. 

In the three-in-one God Brother Klaus perceives the primal source of 
peace. In the „vision of the fountain“ he sees himself as the tabernacle 
from which God's threefold life-stream bursts forth, eager to flow to all 
human beings. God bestows a peace that the world cannot give. (cf. John 
14.27) 

Then the practical man in Brother Klaus speaks: 

„Obedience is the greatest honour  
in Heaven and on Earth. 
Therefore you must strive to  
„obey“ one another.“ 

 This means listening to one another and taking in the requests and 
troubles, the hurts and dreams of the person opposite you.    

 This means „responding to each other“ i.e. taking a step towards the 
opponent, establishing contact with him and trying to find a solution 
suitable to both parties. 

In his day, Niklaus of Flüe's views were confronted with much opposition. 
The Swiss Confederates were successful in fighting but not in negotiating. 
So Brother Klaus establishes a new pol i t ical  cul ture. 

 He confronts a civilisation of fist-fighters with  
a culture of „responding to each other“ 

The troops often took their rough behaviour home with them. „Asserting 
oneself“ was a more frequent and popular characteristic with men than 
„showing sympathetic understanding“.  
So Brother Klaus establishes a new family culture. 

 He confronts a civilisation based on „self assertion“ with  
a culture of  „acquiring an insight into others“ 

Nowadays „listening to one another“ and „responding to one another“ is 
more called for than ever – in families and parishes, just as in the 
economical and political world. 
 

Brother Klaus prays for peace with God. With the peace of God  
in his heart he becomes the peacemaker of mankind. 

My Lord and my God, take everything from me 
that keeps me from Thee. 

My Lord and my God, give everything to me 
that brings me near to Thee. 

My Lord and my God, take me away from myself 
and give me completely to Thee. 


